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AVON FIRE BRIGADE 

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report has been prepared for the purpose of examining Avon Fire Brigade 's response, 
actions and procedures at a 'Fire of Special Interest'. It is not intended to identify any act, 
defect or omission on the part of any company's personnel or any company's procedures that 
may have contributed to the cause of this fIre. 

The incident is the subject of a full investigation being conducted by the Chemical and 
Hazardous Installations Division of the Health and Safety Executive who have the role of 
enforcement at this site. Consultation has taken place with Fire Brigade OffIcers with regard 
to the 'supposed cause' of the fire and , following further investigations, this will be contained 
in some detail within a report being prepared by the Health and Safety Executive. 

2 DETAILS OF THE CALL 

(a) Incident Address: 

(b) Date of Incident: 

(c) Time of First Call: 

(d) Method of Call: 

(e) Number of Calls: 

(f) Fire Brigade First Attendance: 
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Albright and Wilson UK Ltd 
Avonmouth Works 
Smoke Lane 
Avonmouth 
Bristol BSll OYT 

Thursday 3 October 1996 

1033 Hours 

999 from Albright & W ilson 

Multiple, in excess of 20 

Pump Ladder A3 A vonmouth 
Pump Ladder A3 Avonmouth 
Aerial Platform A3 A vonmouth 
Operational Support Unit A3 
Avonmouth 
Pump Al Temple 
2 x Pump Ladders Al Temple 
Pump Ladder A2 Southmead 
Pump Ladder CS Bedminster 



(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

Fire Brigade Officers First Attendance: 

Fire Brigade Commanders of Incident: 

Total Fire Brigade Attendance: 
(at the height of the incident) 

3 DETAILS OF SITE: 

Sub 0 A3 Avonmouth 
Lff  A3 Avonmouth 

Deputy Chief Fire Officer  
 (Incident Commander) 

DO  Divisional 
Commander 'A' Division 
(Fireground Commander) 

23 x Pumping Appliances 
1 x Aerial Platform 
1 x Chemical Incident Unit 
1 x Operational Support Unit 
(Foam) 
1 x Control Unit 
1 x Breathing Apparatus Service 
Vehicle 
121 x Firefighting Personnel 
13 x Supervisory Officers 
(including Press and Hospital 
Liaison). 

Albright and Wilson, Avonmouth Works, is located at Ordnance Survey Grid Reference 5238 
8080 on Survey Map Number 48/58 and occupies 17 acres on the eastern side of Smoke 
Lane, Avonmouth. In a radius of2.5 km lies the residential area of Lawrence Weston to the 
South East, the village of Avonmouth to the South West and the village of Hallen to the East. 
Also within this radius lies; Royal Edward Docks, another large chemical complex, industrial 
units, and fuel storage depots. 

The site produces organic speciality chemicals for the Biocides, Flame Retardant and 
Phosphorus Specialities Businesses. The Company stores and uses various quantities of a 
multitude of Hazardous Substances but at the beginning of 1996 application was made to the 
Health and Safety Executive for authority to increase their holding of Propylene Oxide above 
the 50 tonne threshold. The application was approved and the site became a 'CIMAH ' site 
in April 1996. They have formulated an 'on-site' plan but an 'off-site' plan has yet to be 
developed. 

The north-eastern corner of the site, about 3 acres, is occupied by an oil and solvent recovery 
plant in a fenced off area which is owned by Chemical Recoveries Limited . Access and 
egress to this compound is achieved only through the Albright and Wilson site. 

The life risk on site is 100 persons during daytime and 17 persons at night. 
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4 EVENTS BEFORE ARRlV AL OF FIRE BRIGADE: 

Albright and Wilson's personnel recounted that in the morning on the day of the fire a 'tank 
container' arrived on site loaded with 20 tonnes of epichlorohydrin which had been ordered 
from Czechoslovakia. It was driven to the storage compound located at the furthest south -
east perimeter of the site which comprised three storage vessels. The larger one was used 

for storing methylene-di-bromide and the two smaller ones for epichlorohydrin (EPI) . The 
tanker was drawn alongside the compound and connected by pipework and hose to the EPI 
storage tank closest to the rhyne and loading of the vessel began. (See 11 - Plans of Site) . 

Albright and WiIson report that they received an urgent telephone call from the hauliers in 
Belgium informing them that the 'tank container' delivered that morning did not in fact 
contain epichlorohydrin but contained sodium chlorite solution. Personnel at the storage 
compound were immediately informed by telephone and they began to close down the loading 
process which, up to this point, had transferred about 80% of the contents into the storage 
vessel. These personnel then recount observing a large vapour cloud in the form of a white 
mist around the tanker and the vessel and, upon hearing the sound of a pressure-release valve 
operating, began to evacuate the immediate area. As they made their escape they recall 
witnessing a 'massive explosion' followed by a 'severe fire' behind them. One of the 8 
employees in the vicinity suffered minor injuries in his haste to escape but the remaining 
seven were able to ensure that all persons were accounted for and began such tasks as 
sounding the warning sirens and closing down plant etc. 

5 ACTION BY THE FIRE BRIGADE 

At 1033 hours a 999 call was received from the security gatehouse at Albright and Wilson 
reporting an explosion and fire. The pre-determined attendance of seven pumping 
appliances, an aerial plarform and the operational support unit were despatched to the scene. 
Also mobilised were the Commander of 'A' Division and two of his Operational Supervisory 
Officers. 

Upon arrival the crews were confronted with a severe chemical fire which involved ; the 
drum handling building , the tank container and its drive unit, the EPl Storage area, the ..... -- ~ ..... 
highly flammable compound, and the 'packaged special waste' storage area (see Photograph 
No 2). An area of approximately 80 m by 30 m was 'well alight' and emitting white 
chemical vapours and heavy black smoke into a strong south westerly wind. Further 
explosions were occurring within the fire area creating airborne fire columns some 50 metres 
in height and 45 gallon metal drums were exploding and being propelled into the atmosphere 
then coming to land at various locations around the frreground (See Photograph No 4). 
Unconfmed burning chemical spiIlages were also flowing along the access roads. 

The frrst appliances arrived within four minutes of the call and proceeded to the large open 
area at the centre of the site where they were met by the site Safety Officer and the Plant 
Engineering Manager who comprehensively briefed the Officer in Charge as to what had 
occurred confirming that all persons were accounted for and indicating which chemicals were 
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involved. They also warned him that the free flowing chemical fue was in danger of 
threatening the sodium thiocyanate tanks and a loaded chemical tanker which was parked 
alongside the tanks on the access road (See Photograph No 1). The Officer in Charge sent 
the assistance message "Make pumps ten" and initiated a foam attack on the chemical spillage 
fire in the access road. A Supervisory Officer arrived and, with the exception of those 
dealing with the spill fire, ordered the withdrawal of all personnel because of the risk of 
further explosion and the hazards presented by the propelled 45 gallon metal drums. A 
message was sent to Brigade Control at 1057 hours "Confumed Major Incident". The 
Divisional Commander, 'A' Division, took the role of Incident Commander and nominated 
his two Supervisories as Fireground Commanders with the following tasks and priorities; 

i) Boundary cooling operations from stand off positions using Jetmaster Monitors. 

ii) Major foam attack to the seat of the fire from stand off positions using Slim-Jet Foam 
Monitors. 

iii) Removal, or protection, of unaffected Road Tankers parked III vanous positions 
around the fire area, and 

iv) All operations to be conducted by personnel wearing breathing appararus, with 
minimum numbers exposed for the minimum amount of time. 

At 1105 hours a report was received at the fueground that a building adjacent to the Albright 
and Wilson site had" received severe blast damage causing a building collapse with persons 
trapped. Three of the oncoming appliances were inunediately diverted to attend at Bristol 
Bending Ltd, Burcott Road, Avonmouth where they quickly established that a light false 
ceiling and some shelving had collapsed. There were no persons trapped but five casualties 
had suffered minor injuries. These appliances were then reverted to fighting the chemical 
fire . 

Preparations began for the boundary cooling operations and the foam attack but it rapidly 
became apparent that insufficient hydrants were accessible due to their locations and that the 
site internal water main had insufficient pressure and flow to sustain such an operation. 
Numerous water spray projection and deluge systems were operating on the surrounding 
plants which were extremely effective in preventing fire spread but they had the effect of 
creating a 'water shortage' for fue fighting operations. This caused some delay in producing 
foam but eventually alternate off-site water supplies were identified and fire fighting 
commenced. At one time water was being taken, via a portable pump, from the rhyne 
running the length of the west side of the site until it was discovered that this was connected 
to the rhyne adjacent to the fire area into which flammable liquids were flowing. 

Simultaneously 3 chemical road tankers were removed from the scene of operations, with the 
assistance of company personnel. One containing 20 tonnes of Propylene Oxide was 
removed from the large open compound close to the appliances , one containing 20 tonnes of 
Phosphorus Oxychloride was removed from the access road near the sodium thiocyanate 
tanks and the other, which was loaded with 20 tonnes of Chlorine, was disconnected and 
removed from the chlorine loading bay. (see Photograph No 1). 
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Access and egress from the site was solely by means of the entrances in Smoke Lane with 
the remainder of the site surrounded by a rhyne which made it impossible to establish a 
further forward control point which would provide an alternate access through which 
appliances and water could be brought in from other sources upwind. Should there have 
been a change in wind-direction during fuefighting, then the only vehicular access points may 
well have become untenable. 

At 1115 hours Deputy Chief Fire Officer  assumed command and sent the message 
"Make pumps 20, 3 additional Supervisory Officers required". At this time a message was 
received via fireground radio from the Police Helicopter, which was hovering over the scene, 
offering the facility for a Senior Fire Brigade Officer to be flown above the incident for 
reconnaissance purposes. The Divisional Commander boarded the helicopter and for the 
following hour and a half was able to view the scene of operations from above providing an 
invaluable service via hand-held radios to the Fireground Commanders below. From this 
position he was able to; advise locations for foam and water monitors to be sited and direct 
their trajectories, describe the direction of fue spread and hazards in its path and, using the 
infra-red facility on the helicopter video camera, he was able to direct crews to heated 
vessels, tanks and drum storage. This also enabled the whole operation to be recorded on 
video camera. 

As firefighting operations progressed and breathing apparatus crews were able to penetrate 
the plants towards the fire, one team reported the discovery of two civilian personnel using 
hand-held jets to cool tanks located at the entrance to the chemical recovery compound. 
They were not wearing any breathing protection and were standing in smoke downwind of 
the burning EPI compound and tanker. They later claimed that they had entered the 
compound to extinguish a small consequential fue in a container within the compound which 
had been ignited by flying debris. This fue had been reported from the helicopter and was 
being continually monitored utilising the inbuilt thermal image camera in case of likely 
spread. Further investigation revealed a further five employees in a portacabin downwind 
in the smoke. They were all evacuated but Helicopter video pictures taken later revealed that 
the two men had returned to continue to operate the water jets. 

At 1211 hours DCFO  sent the following message "Fire surrounded, 2 x Slimjet 
Foam Master Monitors, 1 x Jetmaster, 4 FB5X, 8 Water Jets, 30 Breathing Apparatus in 
use". The fire was now being controlled and crews were moving in towards the seat of the 
fire locating hot spots and cooling them under the direction of the Officer in the Helicopter 
using the thermal image camera. This operation was so effective that on two occasions 
crews were directed to cool vessels that were, in fact, designed to store hot water for use in 
the chemical production process. 

From information received from the Company Specialists its was established that large 
quantities of chemicals were involved that would produce fumes considered to be hazardous 
to health (see 12 'List of Chemicals and Quantities Involved ') . Following medical advice all 
personnel were advised of the likely symptoms of exposure and, as a result, 1 Leading 
Firefighter and 5 Firefighters were transported from the scene to Bristol Royal Infirmary for 
a precautionary medical examination and were then subsequently admitted into the Hospital 
for observation for a period of 48 hours. 

7 

1

1



At 1234 hours the fire was considered to be under control and the following 'Stop Message' 
was sent: "2 x Slimjets, 1 x Jetmaster, 4 x FB5X's; 12 Water Jets , 40 Breathing Apparatus, 
Cooling Jets being sustained for some considerable time, 6 firefighters conveyed to hospital 
suffering smoke inhalation". Extinction of the fue had consumed 4,000 litres of ARFFFP 
Foam Concentrate and had used an indeterminable amount of water. Crews began 'making 
up' equipment and returning to home stations and at 1521 hours attendance was reduced to 
3 pumping appliances and the Chemical Incident Unit. At 1937 hours the site was considered 
safe enough for Company Management and Health and Safety Executive Inspectors to inspect 
the site and at 2010 hours the site was secured and handed over to HSE control with fire 
crews returning every two hours for safety inspections. 

6 OFF-SITE EFFECTS OF THE FIRE 

In addition to blast damage to various premises, considerable volumes of toxic smoke were 
bring emitted into the air and being carried away from site in the south westerly wind 
possibly threatening the downwind population. For this reason a 'Major Incident' was 
declared and the 'Major Incident Plans' of the emergency and support services were initiated. 
These matters will be dealt with in the individual reports from those respective services and 
agencies. 

7 EFFECTS ON FIRE BRIGADE MOBILISING 

1 

2 

3 

The Fire Brigade attended at the scene of operations for some 34 hours but during the 
10'12 hours lasting from 1030 hours to 2100 hours on 3 October 1996 Fire Brigade Control 
initiated the following mobilising activities; (see also 13 - Fire Brigade Mobilising Plan). 

MOBILISING ACTIVITY 

Appliances to the Incident (including reliefs): 

Appliances on Stand-By Cover (to other stations): 

Appliances to Attend Other Incidents (during 
Albright and Wilson fire): 

8 

APPLIANCE MOVEMENTS 

31 Pumping appliances 
6 Special appliances 
13 Supervisory Officers 

24 pumping appliances 
(including 1 from Gloucestershire 
Fire & Rescue 
1 from Wiltshire Fire Brigade 
and 2 from South Wales Fire 
Service) 

21 Fire Calls - 49 pumping 
appliances , 
4 Road Traffic Accidents, 6 persons 
released by Fire Brigade - 5 
Pumping appliances , 4 Rescue 
Tenders, 
Other Special Service Calls - 2 
Pumping Appliances , 



Total Appliance Movements During Heightened Activity -

8 SUPPOSED CAUSE OF THE FIRE 

111 Pumping Appliances 
10 Special Appliances 
13 Supervisory Officers 

TOTAL - 134 Movements 

It is considered that the inadvertent mixing of the chemicals epichlorohydrin and sodium 
chlorite solution within a vessel caused an exothermic reaction which resulted in the vessel 
becoming pressurised to such an extent that it ruptured and exploded (See Photograph No 3). 

The subsequent release may have been ignited by the mixed chemical naturally reaching its 
auto-ignition temperature and self combusting or, alternatively, the vapour release may have 
been ignited from an external source as yet to be determined. 

Reporting Officer: 

Rank: Assistant Divisional Officer 

Date: 8 October 1996 
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I' , " ' '. , ,. , , . " , , ,.,' . 1 , ' 6'··" LI.e"R· lsk · I .'" ••• ",', ,'.\ • : !f I' ~ ' , , ." 1" '.: I 

Involvement of persons (as known to brigade) 
If nOlle ,( box 0 and go to Section 7 
G.1 Number of non-fatal casualties 

6.4 Approximate number of persons at discovery of fire 
in room, cabin, compal1ment, etc., of origin 

(including those who were rescued) LL] 
[i~~] G.5 Approximate number of persons at discovery of fire 

. in other parts of building, vehicle, etc. 
G.2 Number of fatal casual lies 

G~ I1 Q'8 1 
6 .~ jApproximate number who left the affected propel ty 

6.3 Number of rescues only (exclude those who were casuaUies) I ItnclUdmQ any who were casualties) 

...--:1 =0==.::1 _________ i :1 86 I 
I' ' 
I, 

7.1 

6.7 Fatalities, other casualties and rescues: 
Complete one line for eacll person. 
Fiefer 10 guidance notes for codes. 
Use single code in each column 2 10 7 

Name of person AgeYrs Sex 

j, Main 
circum· 

Location stance 

It not rescued 
leave blank 

Rescue 
Nature Rescued methods 

Status of injury by up 10 2 
Brigade 

use 

__ _____ 4-1 <!l_ ~ --.5. _ _ ..t\ __ ~_ ~ __ ______ 1 ______ . ___ _ 

_ ~ _~ __ L ___ L.. _.!'l __ _ e_ _1. _____ _ 

________ .k..i,) _ 6 _ _ L _ ...I _ _ !'l __ ."--_ _ ______ . .1 _ __ . ___ ._ .. . _ .. _ ._ 

.. l_.L~ __ ~_ -i-~~- P L-- I---
_______ li'L~ __ S __ -I. __ ~ _f.. _________ I . ___ _ _ 

_ _ . ____ U,± __ II _ _ S __ J ":""_N _ __ "-- ____ .L-- _________ _ 
~.lk... _ B _ _ 1 __ ~ _ tJ _ ._ p _ ____ ~ __ _ 

HL----------------~~-L-~2~~-3~L--4-~~5-L-~6~-L~7~-L-~8-~~,-79 __ J 

Section/question 

_r,-~. __ Me;-rJ/ljtlOL, rnorJOC)lLO(l.O(!J&lUiVt-, 1-i<.~f1QrJOu/Loi2.o ISo- pt-oryL PJ.lo~ftll!.[? 

___ I Jiibll.oCJJLoP.IC A "D/ UILoP..Oll1fJH'iU~~f.f'.LeNt:, kH. 0 ~tErJE, m Ef){y'L~!1_- _ 
t>l' - -mroc,/ltN/4-rr. [IJ 4...f . .JAUON Sf'~~L llR.1l11t S 

_ .)._",-, (,) _ Y_LShLLOfJ r>t e'f'4t.. S"'./l.A-~~ bl~nt5 ._. _______ . _________ . __ . 
__ ?':J..~ __ }1e-ftL1;i JhVb Sft~Gr)!. &xr!;.c.urt!!.L. ___________ _ 

._------_._._- ---.--- .. ------

Furlher investigation to be carried out 7.2 Further information to follow 
0 Yes 0 0 
No by 

Fire brigade Police Others Fire of No/Not knowll Yes 
special interest 

Specia l study boxes 

[ 11 11 11 11 
7.3 7.4 7.5 7.6 7.7 

11a/lk Dale 

o-~/?( 

] 

PlUl1{)\J in 1110 UI< by HMSO U<lsildoll IOU:J 7U/AOG:.Hi5 ,HUlIn Ih l>! ECHC 

Report of Fire 

KEY 
Ticl< the appropriate box lit 

(or boxes) 
1.1 Brigade incident number 

1 1~'6D2-
1.2 Brigade Area where fi re started 

Date: 
()"Y Month Year 

r-I 0:::"::';13'--,1...:.:.:..::.:c
1 

0'-01-'-1 JJ 

I 
Slation ground Insert code from code list 0 

or enter number 

Brigade use D 1 AlioN I A3 1 

1.3 Brigade and Home Office Call number 
r----~ 

Write in details 1 ~I Fire spread box 0 

2.1 Address of fire 

__Bl!oNI>1Eti.r;L_0.o~'S..~/-------1 
~tl1ok E. LANe. ----_ .. - ------._-- --- -_ .. ) .• . - -_ .. _-------------------

1 ___ ~n~·vONMOUTH, 
@, fll ~ -r oL 

2.2 Postcode (for buildings) or grid reference (il avaitable) 

~ ~ I I I1 1 0 tY liJ ,--I _---11 __ 
os national grid reference 

2.3 Risk category 
0"' 0 0 o o 
A B C D R 

2.4 Name(s) of occupier(s)/owner(s) 

[Y{ 
Also ./ if Special 
risk within area 

__ £!L..f!,il:L'i!rr_ ftND WILSON U.k. LTD. 

------

Times 
2.5 Estimated interval from 

a) Ignition to discovery o 0 0 0 0 0 
Imn mdialely Under 5 5 10 30 30 mins to Over 2 Nol 

mins mins 2 hours hours known 

b) Discovery to first call 
0 !2( 0 0 0 0 

I!nlllediatety Under 5 5 10 30 30 mins 10 Over 2 Nol 
mins mins 2 hours !lOurs known 

(use 24 hour clock) 
hour mins day· month· year* 

2.6. . First call to 
Ilrigade L ,Q_ l.,l . 0 "l_LQ. .J..Jk_ 

2.7 .. Mobilising ti", e -L.cQ...~i--'----'---'--'-
2.B ............. Arrivalof I 

brigade .1 ... , 0. '!, .. ,.7 _____ L ....... L ___ ._ , ..... 

2.9 .... Under cOlllrol 
2.10 Last appliance 

lotllrllod 
.1,'-" ,L -~-, ~--O----LL-: ILf' ,-_.-.--,---. 
____ '- ___ ? .. L!? _ _ .. L_L ___ . L~_ .'LL 6. .. 

.. Only complete 2.7 102.10 if different frorn 2.6 

2.11 Was this a late fire call? 
0 0 
No Yes 

2.12 Discovery and call 
a) Discovered by 

121 0 0 
Person Automatic system Other - specify in Section 7 

b) Method of call by 
G2f 0 0 

Person Automatic system Other - specify in Section 7 

2.13 Was there an automatic fire alarm system in area 
affecled by fire? 

D---l go to 3.1 I 12 
No Yes 

2.14 Alarm activation method 
0 0' 0 0 0 
Heat Smoke Flame Other - ~pecjfy Nol 

in 2.18 known 

2.15 Powered by 
~ 0 0 0 0 

Ballery Mains Mains & Other - Nol 
battery specify in known 
back up 2.18 

2.16 Did it operate? 
0 0 ~ go to 2.18 or 3.1 I 
No Yes but did Yes and 

not raise raised 
alarm alarm 

2.17 Reason for not operating/not raising alarm 

------_._--_._._--_ .. -_.- .. _--- -----_ .. - _ ....... 

-------_._. _.--" -"-'" 

--'- -- ''''-_._-- _._------._------_ .. _- .- ---- .... . . .. _ .... 

._ .. . . - .. - .... . . - - - "" . . - _ ... - - ...... _-

2.18 Other details of automatic fire alarm 

- - --- _ .. _ ....... - - --_._--. _--_._. .. _ .. -_ .. -- .. --- .. .. - _ .. ... . 

L...._ 

Mem Pub 1

Mem Pub 4

SubO 1
DCFO 1

ADO 1

ADO 1

Ff 1

Ff 2
Ff 3

Ff 4
Ff 5
Ff 6



3.1 a) Type of property WI10r8 fire stmted - . -_ .. 

b) " mobile, give location ------------------------ ---, 

3.2 R"siciential accommodation aliectecl by fire? 
i~ D [] D D 
HI) Y(>s. where Yes, sprend Yes, where botll Not 

fire st:1rtcd 10 residential started and spreael known 
only 10 residential 

3.3 Mai" Irade or business carried on where lire started 
11 none .! box D e9 wholly residential, and go to 3.4 

3.4 Muliiseated fire 
p," D 
No Yes 

Fires in buildings and ships 
If not .I box 0' and go to 3.10 

3_5 Occupancy of building where fire started 
(leave blank for ship) 

D D D D D 
Shl ~ll0 Multiple Multiple Under Under 

same use different use const ruction (remantion 

D D 
Derelict Unoccupied 

D 
Otller . specify below 

eg, under refurbishment 

D 
Nol 

known 

l" --- ------ - -----1----- ~ 
_________ ..J rG - r:1 '-'c" _w.~~re __ fil_·c_~I-"::.I ,-,le:.::cf=-_____ I 

3.7 Use of room, cabin or roof space where fire startecf 
1 _~ _~~~~ - ------- ----------.. ----~~ 

3.8 Floor, cfeck of origin 

"ltullllm [] if "hove w cund/m<1 in deck 

.II.J if grolJll(t/lm'lin (Jeek 

rJlltll! ) .... , [ '~~ l if hr'll)I" WOllllr]/ .Il;1hl d(?ck 

,I r :·~ I it oIlH'! , specify belo\'l 

----- -----~ I=-~_==~~-~ ________ J 
:1.8 Tot ,,1 11IlIn\)er of /toors in builcfing wllere fire slartecf 

j' .. -_ .. --... -'1 (I0rlV8 blnnl( fo r shifJ) 

Fires starting in motor vel1 icles 
If lIot .I box IV( end go to Section ~ 

3.10 Mnl<e/Mociel 

1- ._------ --- -----~~~-:--------------] 
3.11 f'uel of vehicle 

[l Cl IJ Cl Cl Cl D 
Petrol Petrol fuel Petrol (not Diesel! Electric LrG Other· 

(not fuel injected known) elller oil specify ill 
injected) 3 .17 

3.12 Was vehicle turbo/supercharged? 
Cl D D 
!-.l a VAS Not known 

3.13 Registration number 
(if available) [ _---,--_ _ _ _ 1 

3.14 Year of manufacture 
(U aVClilabte) C ~ 

3.15 Part of vellicle where lire started. C -- -~ 

3.16 Was engine running? 
(immediately before fire) 0 0 0 

No Yes Not known 

3. 17 Olller informal ion available eg VIN No, Chassis Noetc 

.. ------.. --- ---- -- .. -.------... ------- .. - .. _·_--------1 

(in area wllere fire 
If none .I box D and go to 4.6 Type Type Type 1 2 3 
4.1 Type of system (cocte up to 3) ~ ~ n 

See Code hst 11.1 ~~ W ~~ 
4_2 Manual or automatic I.~:l [J 

M = Manual A = Automatic Z = Nol known t-" A .-J 
4_3 Did it operate? I 

: : ::: ~ ~"~::::,"::,:,." "ro j.l ~ § 
C = Yes but did not contain, (control) fire :=t 

4.4 ~l~:~er of heads actuated ~ -I 10 

~.5 Reason(s) for not operating/containing/controlling 
(Leave bli\nk if answer to question J1 ,3 Is A or B) r -. ---- ---------- I 

Method of fighting the fire 
4_6 Before arrival of brigade L ___ =_~ __ ~oNE ________ . __ ___ "n _____ - "_3 

[J D 
Accidenl<l! Mrlticiotls Oelibel"i3tc Doubtful 

b) caused by 
DDM' D 0 

Cllild Youth Adult "rlimAI Other (not t\ 
I I I rerson or anirnal) 

Give additional details of person (if known) 

o 
Not 

know" 

D 
NOI 

knowll 

L PLAN-r "f' f- RA_:...,-:...:..D_R...:...... ______ __ ....I 
c) Defect, act, or omission giving rise to ignition 

IN_ ~ll -" fO_Il,,'-/l f;I!_J'1.!!!!"i. L o f _ f f'i"Lo_", P/I n III E __ _ 

O-lE"lICIIU C- ALHINS E;I'OTHt/l..JflI<- P-';~C.-rION . 

5_2 Source of ignition 
~-"'a)'--A:...:ppliance/installation and oiller sources 

I 
b) Powereo by 

C 
c) 11 source is an apptiance, enter the make or model, 

if Imown below 

5.3 Material or item ignited first 
a) Description 

b) Composition 

5. 4 Material or item mainly responsible for 
development .of fire 
a) Descrip1ion 

b) Composition 

5.5 Dangerous substances affecting fire fighting or 
development of fire. (SpeCify up to 2 in order of priorily) 
If none .I box 0 and go to 5_6 

Circumstance codes:- M -= being Made S = in Storage T=in Transit 
U -= being Used W = combination of circumstances Z = not krt)wn 

c) Main ellect of substance on lire and/or firelighting ------ /]J ;[Nl'e rJtIFIU> F'IP..E 
.-.~-. -- _. -. - --

5_6 Explosion ' 
a) Cl oC~l~~e~--{]~!"r--7t I 

No First DUring First ami ~' N I fire e1uring fire " kn~ 'm 
1_90 10 57.1 / 

b) Materials involved in exr'osioll (specify up I,,) 2) _._-_.- ._-_._._-------_._------_ ..... . ..... _ .. ... - .-

r=PI CJ.f_lO!:C:/I''-D~I ,J _ _ _ 

2 SOD I U", U-lL- OR.I1'f:. 5 oLu -rt",'" 
C Y-"'Corl'iai,inrSl tlvoi~ed --f;'- ' exi)io$io,l · (;~~~fy~;;- t~:· 2) 

5.7 Abnormal rapici fire development 
No 0 Give additional deta ils (it known) 

Yes 
D-r ----------------------- .--- ------ --J 

5.0 Damage causeci to: 
i) item ignited first 
ii) room, cabin, compartment etc of orig in (buildings, 

ships & vellicles onty) 
iii) elsewhere 011 floor, deck, other compartments of 

origin (bui ldings, ships & vehicles only) 
iv) elsewhere in building, ship, etc of origin 
v) outdoors beyond property; beyond buitding, Sl1ip, 

plant, vehicle elc 
a) % : enter percentage of item/room etc darnClged 

ego 25 = quarter, 50 = hall etc 
b) Severity: enter code to show severity of d?l1lage 

L = Light, M = Moderate, S = Se'J9re -.- _. 
Damage 10 v) 
caused 10 i) to ii) 10 iii) to iv) ,/ boxfcs) 
by: a% b a % b a% b a% b ifFlffecled -----~ -- -

lire loo s ~O s 121 
I- -- -

heat 0 
-

sllloke D 

other 20 $ lA" 
Total not I I I ~ 

buildings 
to exceed l oo ." i -I ] / 0 0 .. 
100% 

% of % % % ., vehicles ,. 
structure loo /00 [IJ damaged 

Number of additional: \ rooms 
other 

locations 
cabins floors CJ darnaged c'partment 
elc 

lolal ~:~~~}~~ -",.!t. f !i··tt.... ;. ~:.......!..!... 

If furlher description required by hl"lgacle use Section 7 

5.9 Estimate of horizonta l area damaged 

D 
Area - sq m 

D (a) under 1 sq m (b) 

D 1-2 D 
D 3-4 Cl 

Area 0 5-9 0 Total area 

damaged 0 10-19 D damaged 

by direct D 20-49 D by fire heat 

burning D 50-99 D smol<e elc, 

0 100-199 LJ 
[;2j 200 -I- [;2j 

~--=:J 
If over 200 L ----- -] 

:2- Lf- 00 
write in 10 2.4- 0 0 nenresl --_._._----
50 sq rn 

5. 10 Animals Ici llecf 
U nnne ./ box 1.0' nnd no to Section Cl 
H yes record up 10 3 main species 

__ __ __ . __ ~I)eC~~~ .. _ N\IIl'll ... ·1 

r--------
- ---

I , 

~ ------ .. - --- ._ .. - . .1 . , 
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63-0CT-1996 22:32 FROM AUON F I RE BDE CONTROL TO ER I GADE f-:Q 
10. \. 

+------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
I FIRES III Incident log 03-OCT-1996 22:30 I 
I I I Incident number 15802 . Page 0001 I 
+------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

T~<en 03-OCT-1996 10:33:08 
Address ALBRIGHT & WILSON 

SMOKE LA.>;"E 
AVONMOUTH 

Method 999 Gp Id OP7 S~atus FI J>..5 

Grid ref 000 00 

Type EXPLOSION 
Revised 

A31 
A35 
Fdr 
Oie 

A22 
A12 

F 
4/801 

' 1'~3 

A39 

Ga~ info MAKE PU~PS 10 
FOAM UNIT 1 
l".AKE PUMPS 2 0 

Caller 01179820105 

Tu...-rnout A32 
C52 

Repeats 024 
Srn gnd A3 

Rsk cat A 
STOP 02 

Off r'Cd S02 
App rtd A32 

03-0CT-1996 12:34 
03-OCT-1955 20:~8 
03-DCT-19S6 20:14 

Appliances 
Stn App Alrt Mob Att Stop Rtg Cls Off 
~3 A32 1034 1036 1037 *~~* ~~** 1514 
A3 A31 1034 1034 1042 •••• 1514 1521 
A2 A22 1034 1036 1054 •••• 1429 1~~6 
Al P~3 1034 1037 1053 ••• * 1403 1431 
Al All 1034· 1036 1053 .. ** 1431 1511 
C5 C52 1034 1037 1052 _ ••• 1152 1510 
A3 P35 1034 1037 1037 1514 .**. 1520 
Al A12 1034 1036 1053 ** •• 1357 1426 
A3 P39 1035 1036 1117 •••• 2000 2006 
CS C51 1040 1043 1054 *.** 1402 1423 
C4 C41 
C3 C32 
C3 C31 
C2 C22 
C2 C22 
Al · E21 
B~ 34:9 
P3 H2 
B7 277 
.">5 }>.52 
C3 C32 
C3 Cl 

C92 
C5 C92 
J>..1. cn 
A3 A52 
A6 1'.51 
C2 cn 
Al =~1 
Al }>~9 

36 
1'.1. 

C5 
Al 

362 
361 
'I12 
312 
j:.13 
Z28 
1-...32 

2040 10~2 1052 ***~ 1359 1411 
10~0 1044 1052 +.*~ 1106 1106 
1051 1055 **** **** 1106 1106 
1052 **** **** **** *+** 1052 
1052 1055 1109 **** 1~05 1413 
1054 1059 1115 **** **** 1135 
1054 1107 1119 **** **** 1855 
1058 1058 1111 ***. **** 1855 
1102 1107 1132 •••• 1524 1609 
1124 .**** 112.; "'l'** 1408 1426 
1124 **** 112~ **** 1429 1443 
1124 **** 1124 **** 1~28 1452 
1125 *~*~ **** *~~~ **** 1125 
1126 1127 2141 ~*** 1351 1353 
1126 ~127 1139 •• ** 1350 1426 
1126 1127 1128 **** 1409 1438 
1127 1127 1145 **** 2401 1427 
1128 1130 1142 **** 1~02 1~20 
1135 1137 1149 **** 1401 1525 
1201 1201 1217 **** 1406 1431 
1356 1400 1437 **** 1753 1627 
1356 1400 1429 **** 1758 1S31 
1356 2403 1425 **** 1744 1813 
1356 1359 1433 +*** 1536 1626 
1706 1706 1732 **** 1528 1930 p~ 
1710 1710 IBO~ *+*'l' ~*** 1853 REL 
1722 1722 1732 **** 2009 2014 P~L 
1723 1723 1731 *.** 2000 2006 RZL 
1710 1710 1804 +++* 191~ 19~7 
~7l0 1710 1B04 ~**+ 1914 19~6 

Las~ ap?li~~ce re~u-~ed 03-0CT-1996 20:14 

oie 
SUB 0  
LFF 
SUB 0 l
SUB 0 
STN 0 
STN 0 
LP?' 
LIT 
FF 
LFF 
LFF 
SUB 0 
LFF 

srn 0 
LFF  

SUB 0 
SUB 0 
SUB 0 
SUB 0 
L"'''' 

LFF  

LFF i
SUB 0 

LFF  
LFF 

STN 0 
Sti3 0 
srn 0 
SlJ';3 0 
SU3 0  
LFM 
srn 0  

SUE 0 
LFM 

P.D 
4 
4 
5 
4 
4 
5 
2 
2 
2 

4 
5 
6 

6 
4 

5 

5 
6 

5 

6 

5 

5 

2 
5 
5 
~ 

2 

2 

2 

1'.11 
C51 

R/C 00 

1
1

2
3
1

2
2
3

1
4
5

4

4

6

6

3

7

7

5
6
3

8
9

7

10

4
8
5

9
10

11

11

6
11
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FROM AUON FIRE BDE CONTROL TO ER I GADE H;I P.-

+------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
I FIRES III Incident log 03-OCT-1995 22:30 I 
I I I Incident number 15802 PaS'," 0002 I 
+------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

Officers 
Off Infd Mob 
A01 1039 1041 
A05 1039 1043 
Fll 1041 1042 
A03 1043 1044 
02 1046 1049 
F05 1059 1102 
01 1106 1114 
FO) 1120 1122 
A04 1129 1130 
S02 1223 1223 

**** 
** .. * 
.*** 
**.* 
* , ... ** 
**** 
**** 
**** 
**11"" ..... 

A06 1129 1130 •••• 
B04 1130 **** **** 
S02 1732 1732 •••• 

Att Stop Rtg 
1052 ***7 1859 
1101 *** ... 1859 

C1s 
B H 
1920  

1054 **.* 1855 1915 
1058 * ••• lS38 1920 
1109 1234 1429 1449  

1238 ••• - 1258 1335 
1114 •••• 1243 1303  
1132 **** 1228 1229  

1146 **** 1407 1410 
**** **** ***~ 1540  
**** ***'*' 2522 l545  
**** **** 1409 1413 

Last officer returned 
1758 ** •• 2014 2018 

03-0CT-1996 20:18 

Services 
Service 
ELECTRICITY 
W».TER 
EN" .... IRONMENTAL AGENCY 
DR MORLEY HSE 
EMERGENCY PLA..mlING S. LA.."1GDON 
WILTS SECT 2/12 

Narrative 
Time Source Op Message 

I~~d Reqd MessaS'e 
1155 
1114 
10~7 

1046 
1057 
ll02 

P344 
P333 

P352 

P315 

P314 
P341 

HOS? LIAIS 
P308 

P323 
P312 

1034 S OP7 Comm key for incident 15802 1 A3:W, A2:W, Al:W, C5:W, ~31:0 
1034 S SYS Station ~ Wholetirne tu-~out compleced 
1034 S SYS Station A2 Wholetirne tu-~out compleced 
1034 S SYS Station ~~ Wholetime tll-~out cDm?leted 
l03{ S SYS Station cs Wholetirne turnout completed 
1034 
1034 
1034 
1034 
1034 
1035 
1035 
1036 
1036 
1036 
1037 
1036 
10,0 
10?0 
:LO~O 

1041 
1041 
10<1 
10.<01 
lO~l 

1041 
:lO~l 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
s 
S 
S 
s 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 

M03 Io=ident numbe= 15803 Identi=iec as a repeat ca~l 
OP6 Incident ~umber 15804 Identified as a repeat ca:l 
SYS y~ ack seen from station ~~ 
SYS Mar- ack see~ from station C5 

. SYS M.a!l ack see..""l from statiO":l A2 
OPS Incident number 15805 Icienti=ied as 2 ~e?eat c='l 
OP7 Incident number 15806 I~itified as a repeat c~il 
OP7 Comm key for incid~~t 15802, A3S:0 
OP? Incident number 15807 Identified as a repeat call 
OP8 Incident number 15908 Identified as a repe2~ call 
OPB Incident number 15809 Id~~tified as a repeat call 
OP8 Incid~~t number 15810 Id~~tified as a repea~ call 
OP6 Incident n~ube= 15811 !d~~~i=ied as a repeat ca~l 
O?B Comm key fo= incident 15802, C5 :W, C4:R 
SYS Station C5 Wnole~ime t~~o~~ comple ted 
OP8 Co~ key =or incident 15;02, C3:R 
SYS M~""l ack se~~ from s~atio~ C5 
SYS S~ation C4 Re~ained t~~u~ 1 com?le~ec 
SYS St2tion C3 Retained tu=nout 1 co~leted 
SYS M~~ ack se~~ from static~ C~ 
O?7 l~cident numbe~ 15512 :de~tified as a repea~ cG~l 
SYS y~~ ack S2e~ frOill sta~i~~ C3 

ADO 1

DO 1
ADO 2
FO 1

DCFO 1
FO 2
FO 3
FO 4
ADO 3

DO 2

DO 2
FO 5
FO 6
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03-0CT-1996 22:33 F~OM RCON FIRE BDE CONTROL TO E~IGRDE HQ P.< 

+------------------------------------------------------------------------------. 
I FIRES III Incident log 03-OCT-1996 22:30 . 
I I Incident numbe:c 15802 Page 0003 
+------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

N"az:-rative 
Time Source 
1041 S 
10~2 R 
10~2 S 
lO~:4 S 
1051 S 
1052 5 
1052 S 
1053 S 
1053 S 
1054 S 

· 1054 S 
1054 S 
1057 R 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
* 
1056 
1102 
1102 
1102 
1~07 

• 
1113 
1115 
1.116 
11.17 
1117 
1118 
112~ 

1124-
• 
• 
* 
1125 
1125 
1125 
1125 
1127 
1127 
1128 
1128 
1225 
1.130 
• 
• 

1135 
1135 
1135 

S 
S 
S 
S 
R 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
0 
S 
R 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
5 
S 
P. 

s 
s 
s 
s 
o 

Op Message 
ope Incident number 15813 Identified as a repeat call 
Ol'6 A31: MAKE PUMPS 10 , FOAM UNIT 1 
OP7 Incident number 15815 Identified 2S a repea~ call 
OP6 Incident number 15817 Identified as a repeat call 
OP8 Comm key for incident 15802, C3:R 
SYS Station C3 Retained turnout 1 completed 
OP8 Comm key for incident 15802, C2:R 
SYS Station C2 Retained turnout 1 completed 
SYS Man ack seen from station C2 
OP8 Cornm key for incident 15802, B11:0 
OP8 Cornm key for incident 15802, B4:W 
SYS Station B4 Wholetime turnout completed 
OP6 A3 2 : STORAGE PLANE CONTAINING CHEMICAL EPI CELROh"YD?-IN. PLA.'IT 

P.A.S COMPOUNED BY ROAD TANXER CAR.?.YING SODIUM CLORITE, LAST 
CHEMICAL DOES NOT OXIDISATION, SITUANTION AT PRESENT ~~OR 
FIRE IN'vOLVING 2 CHEMICALS AS DESCIRBED, ALSO C:~IC~S OF 
VARYING DISCRIPTIONS, SLIM JETS = JETS NOW BEING DRAINED 
ON SITE, AVACUATION OF PREMISES ~~ PUMPS 12, ALL PERSO~lSEL 

OP3 
OP3 
SYS 
SYS 
OP6 

OP6 
OP6 
OP6 
OP-_ 0 

OP-• 0 

OP8 
OPB 
OP5 

OP3 
Opg 
SYS 
OP6 
OP8 
SYS 
ope 
SYS 
SYS 
OD-_ 0 

WITHDRl'-WN, CONFIRMED MAJOR INCID:;;:;'X, ADO orc 
Cornm key for incid~~t 15802, B42:0 
Comm key for incident lSB02} E7:W 
Station B7 Wholetime tu-~out completed 
Man ack seen from station B7 
A01:PROM AOl C31, C32, A52 ARE A'! ... mnNG BURCOTT ROAD 
IMMEDIATELY 
Incident number 15823 Id.~tifiec.. as a repeat call 
Incide..'1.t number 15824 lcie!ltifiec. as a repeat call 
Incident number 15825 Identified as a repeat call 
!ncid~""'lt nu.-nber 15826 Ide.:ltifiec.. as a repeat call 
Incident number 15827 Identifiec. as a repeat call 
HR ENVIRONl'.ENTAL OFFICE I..""TIl 
Comm key ~or incident 15802, ~32:0, C32:0, C3~:O 

A3 2 : DCO - MA.'G PUMPS 20, FOUR APPLIANCES TO RV 1>.T 
BiJ?COTT ROAD, AVONMOOTli, ALL OT:-:E:< VECEICLES TO PROCEED VD. 
ST A.1'IDRE'"rlS RD, AVONMOUTE, 3 ADDITIONAL SUPERVISORY OFFICERS 
TO ATTE}i1l ST ANDREHS P.D, 1 OFFICER TO ATTEND BURCOTT ROAD. 
=== System Message === Tli-rnout ~andoned by operator ======= 
Comm key for incident 15802, C5:W 
Station CS Wholetirne tu-~out c~le~ed 
Comm key for incid~~t 15802, C91:0, A52:0 
Coniin key for incident 15802, A6:?. 
Station A6 Retained tU-TTIout 1 co~leted 
Cor.t.'"'O. key £0=. incident 15802, C2:R 
Station C2 Ret.ained tU:::nO'.lt 1 cOi>?leted 
Man ack seen from station C2 
---------------------** STOP MESSAGE *~--------------------- . 
A52: Jl...LL PERSONS ACCOu~'"TED 
------------------------------------------------------------

OPS Co~ key for incident. 25802, Al:W 
SYS Station A2 Wnoletime t~rnout cOl:~2e~ed 
SYS M2.D. ack seen frC7I\ sta:ion Al 
O?6 In=id~~t number 15e3~ Id~~tifiec as a ~epeat call 
ope B?A IN:O~~~ Ab~ A~~~NDZNG 

1

EnvO 1

1



03-0CT-19S5 22:33 Fi<OM RLON F I RE BDE CONTROL TO ERIGADE f'il P.E!: 

+------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
I FIRES III I~cid~t log 03-0CT-~~96 22:30 I 
I I I Incident numbe= 15802 Page 0004 I 
+------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

Narrat.ive 
Time Source Op Message 
1140 S OP6 Incident number 15836 Identified as a repeat call 
1151 0 MOE TO CU TEL NO  F~ ALL TOXICOLOGICAL 

INFO FOR T~IS CI~~ SITE • 
1151 
• 
1154 
1155 
1201 
1205 
1205 
1211 
• 
121~ 

• 
• 
1234 
* 
• 
* • 
• 
1242 
• 
1.244 
1325 

• 
• 
:1.328 
• 
13~e 

:1.35E 
1358 
1402 
• 
1~18 

1424 
1435 
1459 
1521 
1521 

• 

1.535 
15~9 

1604 
1611 
1629 
16~5 

• 
• 

R 

S 
5 
5 
S 
S 
R 

o 

R 

o 

S 
o 

0 

R 
S 
S 
R 

S 
S 
S 
5 
R 
0 

0 
S 
5 
5 
S 
R 

OP6 A52: THE A30VE STOP MESSAGE RE A52 RELATES TO BURcorr P.D NOT 
~LBRIGh"T & h~LSON 

O?6 Incident number 15839 Identified as a repeat call 
OP6 Incident number 15840 Id~'tified as a repeat call 
0?6 Cornrn key fo= incidenc 15802, Al9:0 
O?6 Incident numbe~ 15842 Identified as a ~epeac ca22 
026 Incident number 15843 Identified as a repeat call 
MO!! A32: FIRE SURROUNDED 2 SLIM FOA!'! JETS 1 J<:TMA5TER 4 FBSX 8 

WATER JETS 30 BA IN USE 
O?6 FROM CONTROL ~~T T:.~ FOLLOWING F: CO~~YED TO HOSPITAL AT 

121SHRS , J .
 NO DETAILS OF INJI1RIES ALL AT BRI 

0?6 ---------------------** STOP MESSAGE **---------------------
02: 2 SLIM JETS, 1 JET MllSTER, 4 X F3SXS, 12 WATER JETS, ~o 

BA, COOLING JETS SUSTAI~lOD FOR SOME eONSIDE~~LE TIME, 6 
FIRE FIGETERS CONVEYED TO HOSPITAL SD?:~RING SMOKS 

0?6 IN?ORM ENIVO~".3NAL AGENGY 'r"".]<T CONTAIMANTED WATER IS 
ENTERING A RAVINE 

SYS S~2cion ~ Adrnin text c~leted 
O? ADO ALL FIRE BRIGADE PERSONNEL WITHDRA,,"N FOR AP?ROX 

1 EOUR ,,~ILE FIRE BRIG~.DE OITlCE?.S DIS:::-JSS WITH SITE 
PE:""<.50m.~L HOW TO MAlG SA:!! SEVERAL DRUMS OF C£MICALS W-~Ic?' 

P~CT h~TH WATER. 
0:7 

0'Ol: 

0"--~ 
SYS 
0?5 

SYS 
SYS 
S-:S 
SYS 
OPe 
OP? 

OF? 
.s:~3 

SYS 
SYS 
sv--~ 
O?3 

C:-1EMI CAL INFO PA5SED TO eIU ON CELORO?;:NZ~-:;;, ME!""i..ANOL AND 
DI3~OMQM;:T"~JI..:NE 

B77 : REQUEST 'l PUMP ~--r,IEF A5 SOON AS POSSIBlE 
Comm key fo= incident 15802, B62:0, B61:0, Tll:O, 312:0 
St2~ion ~ AdrniD tex~ completed 
B77: REQUEST PCV FROM T.'<AINING SCHOOL TO LIAISE WITH ADO 

 AT B?J ~~ CO~v.sY INJURc-o FlRE?IG~~ TO HOME STATION 
S~a~ion C~ Admin text completec 
St2~ian C2' A~uin text completed 
Station p.s Adrni.!l. text completed. . 
Station C3 ~ t~ completed 
Tll:Tl1 NOW CO~>rROL POI~'T 
DO  INCIDENT NOW BEING ~-ouCED TO ~:REE PUMPS, Th"EE 
Fu~? RE~I~? CPJ>,; REQuI~-n FOR 1700 HOURS, ALSO ~L!EF C?~~ 
?~Qln~-n FO? M2 RE??~S:-:z.ENTS ARE AVi'.!L-n.3LE ON SITE. Tll 
NO~ CONTROL PO~"T. 
DO  ~~~ P.DO  WILL P~~!~ AT INCID~~. 
S:.at:ion C9 Ad.lri.n tex't completed 
S':2.:ion CS Aclm.in tex': c ....... nplet.ed 
Station C5 Anmin tex~ completed 
Sta:ion Al Adrr~n text completed 
Tl~:BA C?~~s W!T£ Tr~~ CAME~~ ISO~~TING HOT SPOTS A-~u 
C~ICAL SPILLAG~ R..!.""11JI.INING wr:nr C?;;;-';!NG LEVELS FOR 3 HOURS 
OFFICER P~LI~: DO  1800 HRS ADO  2200 HOURS M~5SAG~ 
r3.0~ DO 

3

Phone No RemovedMem Pub 2

Ff 1Ff 2Ff 3
Ff 4Ff 5

Ff 6

1

1 2

2 4
1

3
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03-0CT-1996 22'34 FROM AVON FIRE BDE CONTROL TO BR I GP.lE HQ F 

+----------------------------------------------------------- ----- --------------+ I PlRES III !ncidene log 03-OCT-1996 22,30 I I I I Incidene number 15802 Page 0005 I +------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
Na:-rative 
Time Source 
1659 0 

* 
1710 S 
17~8 0 
1856 S 
1900 0 
1937 R 
• 
• 
2010 R 
• 
• 
2042 0 
• 

Op 
OP7 

OP3 
OP6 
OP4 
OP6 
OP8 

OP7 

MOB 

Message 
NEIGHBOURL>lG BRIGADES INFORMED SECTIONS TWO M':l TriELVE BACK TO NORM».L 
Cornm key for incident 15802, Z26:0 
A32 NOri CO~"TROL POINT 
Comm key for incident 15802, B42:0, B49,0 
DO NOW IN cr~GE OF FIRE GROUND 
A32,DO ,SITE NOri BEING INSPECTED BY DO  FACTORY 
MANAGEMENT, AND EEAL~ AND SAh."i EXECUTIVE, P;;.IOR TO BEING 
HANDED OVER TO HSE 
A32 ,DO , SITE SECU:-'<.ED AND HANDED OVER TO .-:EALT.'; AND 
SAFETY EVEC"(I'lTVS. INCIDENT NOT CLOSED. FORT.~;:? INSPECTIONS 
REQUIRED INFORMATION TO FOLLOri BY LA!IDLlNE 
DO ! NSPECTIONS REQUIRED ~y 2 HOURS UNTIL FURT.-lER 
NOTICE 

-------------- ----------- ------- End of report ---------------------------------

2
2 2

2

2
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Methanol . 10,460 o kg? 
Monochlorobenzene 6,160 kg o kg 

61,000 litres o litres? 

1,000 litres 1,000 litres? 
Di 10,000 litres 1,000 litres ? 
Acidic Monochlorobenzene + ethylene 1,000 litres 1,000 litres? 
dichloride 
Kerosene 1,000 litres 1,000 litres ? 
Tris Monochloro Iso-propyl Phosphate (TMCP) 3,150 kg o kg 
carbon filter waste 
Inert absorbant + acid 450 o kg 
Inert absorbant + Tris Monochloro Iso-propyl 1250 kg o kg 
Phosphate (TMCP)fTris (1,3 Dichloropropyl) 
Phosphate 
2,2-bis( chloromethyl)-1,3-propylene bis 250 kg o kg 
(bis(2-chloroethyl) ph waste 
Inert absorbant + Kerosene 50 kg 0 
Methylene-bis-t + lass ware 250 kg 0 
Cooling Tower 400 kg 0 

NOTE: ? = ASSUMED 
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PHOTOCRAPHS 
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Pt10rograph NO 1 . View of t he access road Clown which t he main foam attack was 
made. The ct110r ine tanker was removed from the loading bay on the left, t he 
Phosphorus Oxychloride Tanker was removeCI from the roadway acljacent to t he 
rubbish skip o n t he night and t he Propylene Oxide Tanker from t he open 
com pound in t il e fOre ground. The Sodium Thiocvanate tankS can be seen behind 
the waste Skip. 

Pt1otograph NO 2· View Of t t"le full length o f t he f ire area between t he 'paCkaged 
specia l waste' co mpound ana m e 'drum handing' building. 
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Photograph NO 3· View showing t ile EpiCnlorol1ydrln vessel whiCh exploded as t he 

product was discharged Into it from the road tanker. The lid of the vessel was later 

discovered some llOO metres away. Note t ile blast damage to the 'Drum Handling' 

Building. 

Photograph NO 4 . View showing the 'Packaged Special waste' storage area and t he 

Highly Flammable compound trom where the 45 gallon drums were being propelled 

Into the air after exploding. This area became the main seat Of the f ire. 
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Photo9rapn NO 5 - View showing tne tanker located fOr off-loading the 
Epichlorohydrin Into t he adjacent vessel. The vesselS on melr sides to the rignt of 
the tanker were disconnected ana out Of use, They had no particular effect on the 
fire, Note the remains of the 45 gallon drums in the foreground upon landing. 

Photograph NO 6 . View showing the damage to the 'Tank Contai ner' and its drive 
unit. 




