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& httpsy//assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/566910/phosphorus_incident_management.pdf

Public Health
England

White Phosphorus

Incident Management

Key Points
Fire

« highly flammable, may spontaneously ignite on contact with air, reacts violently with
oxidants, halogens, nitrates and sulphur, causing a fire and explosion hazard

« emits toxic fumes of phosphorus oxides and phosphine when heated to decomposition

+ in the event of a fire involving phosphorus, use coarse water spray and gas-tight
protective clothing with self-contained breathing apparatus
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